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             The Dragon’s Tale
February 2012                 Volume 2   Issue 3
Clinton High School ♦ 425 Dragon Drive ♦ Clinton, TN  37716
(865) 457-2611    FAX (865) 457-8805
       	
Welcome!

Welcome to The Dragon’s Tale, Clinton High School’s quarterly parent newsletter.  Well, the fall term of this school year has come to a close.  There have been many items to celebrate so far this year and there are also many challenges that still lie in front of us.  Academic State and ACT testing is again another area that we will focus on this semester.  We also will strive to develop and strengthen the culture and climate at CHS over the upcoming year.  

The Fall End of Course (EOC) exams are complete.  I am happy to say that when compared to the Fall EOC exams in the past, we have made some stellar improvements.  When looking at the percentage of students scoring Proficient/Advanced, the students tested this past semester have improved and made gains in 4 out of 5 subject areas!  This is fantastic!  Our dedicated staff & the hardworking students should be commended for their hard work & noticeable gains!  I also wish to recognize our staff for integrating USA Test Prep into their curriculum this year.  This is a standards-based, computer-aided, testing tool that helps to prepare our students for their rigorous End Of Course exams each term. 

We had 53 students sign up for our ACT “crash-course” review given this past fall.  We have just analyzed the results and we will share those with you below.  After talking with both students and parents, nearly all have commented that this “review” has been very helpful and worthwhile.  Because of this success, we are going to offer the review again this semester.

The “Culture” and “Climate” of a school are strong indicators of how well a school is progressing.  Clinton High School’s rich and extensive history, coupled with strong community ties, make it a very unique and special place.  In addition to the several “internal” projects that we have planned this semester, we also wish to capitalize on our strong alumni ties to elevate CHS to new tier.  Stay tuned for upcoming events and projects where we plan to build these lasting relationships with all of the people, past and present that call themselves DRAGONS! 

There are a lot of great things going on inside the walls of this school and we want to make sure that we capitalize on everything that we can.  If you have any ideas, comments, or questions that might make CHS a better high school please do not hesitate to write.  You can send your comments to me at esnider@acs.ac.  Please be sure to list your name and your ties to Clinton High School.  I look forward to hearing from you all!

Clinton High School is a community of learners and we believe that together, we can make a difference! 

Respectfully,
Eric L. Snider

Eric Snider
Principal
Clinton High School
esnider@acs.ac
 (
“To succeed, you need to find something to hold on to, something to motivate you, something to inspire you.”
   
      Tony Dorsett
)

Where to find us…

Clinton High School Administration

Mr. Eric Snider		esnider@acs.ac		    Principal
Mrs. Angela Carico	  	acarico@acs.ac		    Assistant Principal 
Mr. Chris Goodwyne 	  	cgoodwyne@acs.ac		    Assistant Principal
Mr. Mike Harmening 	  	mharmening@acs.ac		    Assistant Principal/Athletic Director
Mr. Caleb Tipton  	  	ctipton@acs.ac		    Assistant Principal


Who to contact…

Mr. Goodwyne is the AP over the Freshmen class.  	 Mr. Harmening is the AP of the Sophomore class. 
Mrs. Carico is responsible for the Junior class.	 Mr. Tipton is responsible for the Senior class.




  Stay Up to Date….

· CHS will participate in S.A.D.D (students against destructive decisions) the week of February 13th.
· 8th Grade parent night @ CHS on Monday, February 13th.  
· No School on Friday, February 17th or Monday, February 20th. 
· Students begin 2012-13 scheduling on Tuesday, February 21st (in advisory).
· ALL scheduling sheets MUST be signed and turned in NO LATER than Tuesday, February 28th.
· Pick up you “Lifetouch” pictures in the CHS front lobby on Wednesday, February 29th (4 pm– 7pm).
· Friday, March 9th, 3rd grading period ends.
· ACT “crash course” Review (5 – 7) Monday, March 12th – Thursday, March 15th.
· Report cards go home on Friday, March 16th. 
· Student vs. Faculty Basketball game on Friday, March 16th. 
· The Junior class will take the ACT exam on Tuesday, Mach 20th @ CHS.
· Prom Fashion Show on Wednesday, March 21st @ CHS.
· Spring break will run from Monday, March 26th to Friday, March 30th.
· Good Friday (No School) on Friday, April 6th.
· Administrative Day (No School) on Monday, April 9th.
· CHS Drama Team will present Grease Friday, April 13th thru Sunday, April 15th.
· Prom will take place on Saturday, April 21st (at the Foundry in downtown Knoxville, 8pm to midnight).
· CHS Chorus concert at CHS on Monday, April 30th and Tuesday, May 1st.
· Thursday, May 3rd will be CHS awards night.
· Spring EOC exams begin Wednesday, May 9th.
· CHS Graduation on Sunday May 13th (Thompson Bowling Arena in Knoxville) @ 4:30 pm.
· Pending no unforeseen events (i.e. snow days) the last day for students will be Wednesday, May 23rd.

 (
“Leadership is practice not so much in words as in attitude and in actions. “
                               
Harold Geneen
)
 Counselor’s Corner 

The CHS Counselors
 (Students are divided among the counselors alphabetically by last name.)
	
	Carrie Jenkins			cjenkins@acs.ac		Students A thru E *
	Debbie Hawk				dhawk@acs.ac		Students F thru L
	Mary Tuskan				mdtuskan@acs.ac		Students M thru R
	Melissa Fey				mfey@acs.ac		Students S thru Z

	Genevieve Stanfield			gstanfield@acs.ac		Registrar
	Monique Berry			mberry@acs.ac		Guidance Secretary


* Mrs. Jenkins (counselor for students A-E) is on maternity leave and is expected back at the end of  
   spring break.  The other counselors are dividing her caseload until that time as follows:
 	
A-B - Melissa Fey, and S - Z
C-D - Mary Tuskan, and M - R
E-      Debbie Hawk, and F - L

Registration week will be February 22 - 29.  Students will be registering for next semester in their Advisory class.  Parents should be expecting their students to bring home a registration sheet that should be signed by the parent and then returned to the student's advisor no later than Tuesday, February 28.  Questions about credits, program of study and others should be directed to the student's counselor by calling the counseling office.
 

 Upcoming Testing  

The ACT will be given on March 20 to the junior class.  The test will begin at 8:45 on that morning and will conclude at approximately 1:00 PM.  Freshman, Sophomores and Seniors will be excused from school that day. This test is only for the junior class, no exceptions.  The ACT test will be given to those who register on April 14th and June 9th. More information about the national test dates and registration can be done at www.actstudent.org

Class Ranking

Grace Long was named the Valedictorian of the Class of 2012.  Ethan Roeder is Salutatorian.  Congratulations to these seniors.  Class rank is available in the Counseling office for all seniors.
 
Valedictorian and ranking of the top students is done by formula.  The students with a 3.8 and above receive a combined total of 35% GPA + 35% Strength of Schedule + 30% ACT score.  More information about the ranking formula can be found at the Anderson County School Board site Policy # 4.602

 (
“The difference between the impossible and the possible lies in a person’s determination.”
     
            
Tommy Lasorda
)
Scholarships 

Juniors & seniors can do a free scholarship search at www.fastweb.com. Seniors should also be checking the CHS website, counseling section for new scholarships.  The local scholarships will be made available beginning January 30.  Students download the application and apply to any of the organizations for which they qualify.  If you have any questions, address them to Mary Tuskan, scholarship coordinator (mdtuskan@acs.ac) 
Financial Aid

Parents of college-bound seniors must apply for financial aid online: www.fafsa.ed.gov. The recommended deadline is January 31.  Help is available on January 29 at Pellissippi State and on February 12 at the Oak Ridge campus of Roane State.  Go to www.tn.gov/collegegoalsunday for registration and information on what you need to bring.  The HOPE scholarship application is actually the FAFSA application. 
Tutoring?

Does your child need some additional help in one or more of their classes?  Help is available for ALL students!  A complete “Tutoring & Enrichment” schedule is available on the Clinton High School website http://www.chs.acs.ac/ (on the far left side under the “Academics” section, called “Tutoring Opportunities Spring 2012”.  

We have tutoring and enrichment available before and after school, five days a week!  

In addition to this, we also offer:

“Worksmart” – for freshmen students only.  This is for any 9th grade student who is behind in homework or needs a little extra help in English or Math.  Ask you English or Math teacher for specifics.

“Homework’s Happening” – This is open to all students grades 9 – 12.  This takes place in room # 335 after school, four days a week.  Please see Mrs. Merryman for details.

   Dragon Technology & Information  

How Do I Access Skyward?

You can check your son/daughter’s attendance, grades, discipline, etc. all on SKYWARD (ACS student database) via your home computer.  If you have not registered your username on SKYWARD yet please be sure to do so.  If you need assistance or have any problems please call Monique Berry at (865) 457-2611 ext. # 410.
The Clinton High School Web Page  

CHS has our own web page that is full of information about our school and all the events going on.  Go to http://www.chs.acs.ac/.  You will be amazed!
 (
“In order to discover new lands, one must be willing to lose sight of the shore for a very long time.”
Unknown
)
So….How did the CHS students who signed up for the 
ACT “Crash Course” Review do on the fall exam?

Fall ACT “Crash Course” scores:

· 55% of the students were taking the exam for the first time.
· Of the students that have previously taken the exam…..
· 70% increased their overall composite score or stayed the same!  (This is actually slightly higher than the national statistics.)
· 10% of the students tested, increased their score by 1 point.
· 26% of the students tested, increased their score by 2 points.
· 6% of the students tested, increased their score by 3 points
· One student increased their score by 4 composite points (This is remarkable)!

Don’t let this opportunity pass you by, sign up for the Spring ACT Review course at the CHS front office TODAY!

Your future is just too important not to take advantage of this fantastic opportunity!  The total cost is $35.00 and the last day to register is Monday, February 27th!


ACT “CRASH COURSE” REVIEW
(All students’ grades 7 – 12 are eligible)

WHAT: 	CHS will offer a four night, 8 hour ACT review course (2 hours each night, discipline 
		specific).

WHEN:     	Monday, March 12th thru Thursday, March 15th (5:00 pm – 7:00 pm)

WHERE:  	Clinton High School

WHY:	     	To “Review” and “Prepare” for the ACT given Tuesday, March 20th 

HOW:	     	All students MUST pre-register for this review!  Registration is at the main office.   
                	Registration ends Monday, February 27th.

COST:     	$ 35.00 / Student.

· CHS will be offering an “ACT Review” course at the high school, 3/12 – 3/15 from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  
· Student’s grades 7th – 12th may register for this review.  Students in 7th or 8th grade must have parents/older sibling register at CHS front office.
· Last day to register is Monday, February 27th.  This is necessary so that all of the review books may be ordered in time.
· Cost is $35.00 per student.  Students will receive:
· ACT Review Book (from Princeton Review) that students can keep to review for the test.
· 2 hours each night (8 hrs. total) of the “test essentials” in English, Math, Science, & Reading.
·  (
“Success is getting and achieving what you want. Happiness is wanting and being content with what you get.”
         Bernard Meltzer
)Sample Tests will be given each night for students to take, keep, & review for the test.
  Seniors…. Graduation….Seniors….Graduation….Seniors….

To the parents of students graduating in 2012,

	We are more than half way through the year already, can you believe it?!  As we are quickly approaching May, there are several things you need to be aware of.

· Senior fee ($95) is due to your student’s advisor no later than Wednesday, February 15th.  If this fee is not paid by this date, a cap, gown, tassel set will not be order for your student.  Please get this fee in as soon as you possibly can.  If you have any concerns with this fee, please make an appointment to speak with Principal Snider ASAP.  Please do not wait until May to get any potential graduation issue settled.  Items included in this graduation fee are cap, gown, tassel, diploma, diploma cover, etc.

· All past debts must be paid to Mrs. Minch in bookkeeping before your student will be allowed to graduate.  Please make sure your student does not have any outstanding fees (includes basic room fees, athletics, library fines, elective fees, etc.)  Mrs. Minch can be reached during normal business hours Monday – Friday @ (865) 457-2611 (Ex. # 402).

· Balfour orders are trickling in.  We do not expect invitations to be delivered until after Spring Break, but students who order any type of clothing or accessory that has not received their order should come see Mrs. Cudzilo in room # 332 ASAP.

· And most importantly, please make sure your seniors are staying on top of their grades and attendance!  THIS IS ESSENTIAL TO BE ELLIGABLE TO GRADUATE.  Any student that has excessive unexcused absences from school or who is/has failed any of the state required courses, WILL NOT GRADUATE!  This is non-negotiable.  Please do NOT let your child fall into this category.  Every year there seems to be a small group of Seniors who do not get to graduate on time due to these issues.  Please help your child to understand that this is not a threat, it is a State Law.

· If you or your student has questions about graduation requirements please contact the CHS Counseling Office.

If you have any questions or concerns about graduation please call Brittany Cudzilo at 
(865) 630-0049 or email her at bcudzilo@acs.ac.  The CHS family is looking forward to celebrating with you on graduation day May 13th!

                          	            				
 (
“
The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will.”
Vince Lombardi
)


Featured Departments


 Health Science 

Health Science, Medical Therapeutics, EMS, Clinical Internship, 
Dual Enrollment offerings: Medical Terminology, First Responder


The teachers in this department and their email addresses are:

April Freeman, RN SANE afreeman@acs.ac and Emily Yaden, RN eyaden@acs.ac



Healthcare will generate 3.2 million new wage and salary jobs between 2008 & 2018, more than any other industry!  In fact, 10 out of 20 of the fastest growing occupations are health care related.  Clinton High School recognizes the growing need of health care employees and has doubled their health science department.  
	The Health Science program is designed to prepare students in grades 9-12 for careers in health care.  We offer health science and medical therapeutics to freshman and sophomores.  As students enter their upper classmen years the opportunities open up for dual enrollment through Roane State Community College. The students may take Medical Terminology or a First Responders class.  As seniors, some students are selected for a prestigious clinical internship program. Clinton High School has partnered with area health care establishments to provide students a wonderful opportunity.  Clinical Internship allows students to complete work based learning in their program of study.  We have successfully placed students in various health care areas such as: hospitals (Methodist & U.T. Medical Center), Mortuary Science, Pharmacology, Outpatient Therapies, and Dentistry to name a few.  This allows for students to get a better understanding of the career field they want to pursue.
	Students may also benefit from joining the Health Occupations Students of America club (HOSA).  It is an optional club that provides opportunities to develop leadership, job and social skills through involvement at the local, state, and national levels. We are proud to say that our HOSA membership has also doubled this year.  Clinton High School HOSA club will be taking over 25 students to regional competition at Roane State Community College in February.
	There are many wonderful opportunities in health care and at Clinton High School.  Students have the opportunity to become certified First Responders and/or certified in CPR.  This is just another program that has been established at Clinton to meet the needs of our community and our students.  Please email the instructors for any questions about the program.
 (
“The optimist sees opportunity in every danger; the pessimist sees danger in every opportunity.” 
Winston Churchill
)

   Air Force JROTC   

The teachers in this department and their email addresses are:

Tim Kumes tkumes@acs.ac   Carl Pittman cpittman@acs.ac

As of January 2012 the halls of Clinton High School have an Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps program (AFJROTC).  Over seventy students have enrolled in the program in one of three flights of Clinton High School’s Dragon Squadron.  Major (ret) Carl Pittman and SMSgt (ret) Tim Kumes have been selected to lead and mentor these cadets.

Mission of the JROTC program
Air Force Junior ROTC's mission is to develop citizens of character dedicated to serving their nation and community. 

Goals of the JROTC program 
Instill values of citizenship, service to the United States, personal responsibility, and sense of accomplishment. 

Organization of the JROTC program
AFJROTC provides leadership training and an aerospace science program for high school students. Students who enroll in the AFJROTC program are offered a wide variety of curricular and extra-curricular activities. The program explores the historic and scientific aspects of aerospace technology and teaches high school students self-reliance, self-discipline and other characteristics found in good leaders. AFJROTC is open to 9th through 12th grade students who are citizens of the United States. The program is not an official recruiting tool for the military services and those students who participate in AFJROTC do not incur any obligation to the Air Force. 

Objectives of the JROTC program are to educate and train high school cadets in citizenship and life skills; promote community service; instill a sense of responsibility, character, and self-discipline.  All uniforms and curriculum materials are provided by the Air Force.  Cadets participate in many outside activities such as field trips to military bases, aerospace facilities museums, airports and other areas related to aerospace education. Cadets also participate in parades, summer leadership schools, drill team competitions, color and honor guards, military balls and honorary academic groups. Community service is a major part of the cadet experience and helps instill a sense of civic pride and citizenship. Projects range from working with national organizations, such as March of Dimes, Muscular Dystrophy, and Special Olympics to participating in local community projects.
 
Scholarships and other benefits 
AFJROTC cadets who choose to continue their education may receive special consideration for AFROTC scholarships. Many of these scholarships will pay for two, three or four years of tuition, books and fees at numerous universities and colleges and allow cadets to pursue studies in various technical and non-technical majors.   Cadets completing two years of AFJROTC and who continue AFROTC in college may waive one term of the AFROTC program. Students completing three years in AFJROTC may receive credit for a full year of college-level AFROTC.   In addition, cadets electing to enter the military immediately after graduating from high school are eligible to enlist in the services at one to two pay grades higher than other enlistees. Students completing three years in AFJROTC are eligible to enter the Air Force two pay grades higher than other enlistees and are automatically enrolled into the Community College of the Air Force to receive college credit toward an associate degree.
 (
“The surest way not to fail is to determine to succeed.” 
   
        Richard Brinsley Sheridan
)
Attendance… 

Please be aware that certain doctor’s appointments are not excused for all day.  Visits to the dentist, OB/GYN doctor, or an orthopedic doctor are considered as “well-checks” and are not excused for all day.  Under normal circumstances a student can keep one of these appointments and return to school within 2 to 2 1/2 hours.  If it is an afternoon appointment, the student should come to school first and then check out in time to arrive at the doctor.

Each student (unless under court order) is allowed 6 absence “events” per year that can only be excused with a note from you, the legal guardian, or a physician.  An event is described as checking in late, or checking out early during the day.  After a student has had 6 attendance “events”, then the only excused absence would be a doctor’s note, or a legal note.

We at Clinton High School consider attendance at school in the same way that an employer expects attendance on the job.  Coming to school each day, is the students job!

Notes:  Students and parents should make sure that all notes have the first name and the last name on the note in the first sentence.  The first name is to be the birth name, not the nickname or the middle name.  Students are enrolled at CHS under their first and last legal name.
If you have any questions concerning attendance, please feel free to email Nancy Harper at nharper@acs.ac or call her at 865-457-2611 ext. 407

  Please don’t forget……

· Please remember that ONLY those adults listed in SKYWARD are permitted to check that student out.  Any adult that is not listed will not be able to retrieve a student.  If you are in doubt, please check with Monique Berry in guidance at 457-2611 ext. # 410.

· ALL persons checking out a student are REQUIRED to show identification at the front office.  Please follow these guidelines as we have multiple parent volunteers assisting us in the main office.
	
  Drivers Permit Information
Sign-ups and Pick-ups: Students (not parents) are required to sign up for a Drivers Permit or Drivers Reinstatement Form.  Students can sign up before school, during lunch, after school and during advisory on Wednesdays in the counseling office.  Students can return in 2 days to pick up the form during the same allotted times.  The permit form expires in 30 days.  The first form that you request is free; each additional form is $3.  
Eligibility: Students must be passing 3 out of 4 of their classes on the last nine week grading period and on their Semester 2 and Semester 4 report cards. Students must also have no more than 10 consecutive unexcused absences or 15 total unexcused absences in a single semester.
 (
“You don’t have to hold a position in order to be a leader.” 
Anthony D’Angelo
)If you have any questions about this please see Mrs. Berry in the counseling office. 

Student Debt

Don’t wait until the end of the year to settle your school debt. You can set up a payment plan with the school bookkeeper, Mrs. Robin Minch today.  You can contact Mrs. Minch via her e-mail at rminch@acs.ac to inquire about any past due fees/fines.  Her office is located by the main office.

Special Productions

Drama Team…

The CHS Drama Team will perform Grease on the following days…Friday, April 13th at 7pm, Saturday, April 14th at 2:30pm and 7pm, and Sunday, April 15th at 2:30pm.

Choral Department…

The CHS mixed chorus, Sweet Sixteen, and Showstoppers will perform their Spring concerts on Monday, April 30th at 7pm and Tuesday, May 1st at 7pm. 

 Going to Prom?

When:  Saturday, April 21st from 8:00 pm – 12:00 am.

Where: The Foundry in downtown Knoxville.  

**  Tickets will go on sale Monday, April 9th in the cafeteria.  
**  Any Non-Clinton student attending as a date MUST get pre-approved through Mrs. Carico.  
**  No one over the age of 21 may attend as a guest.

No student will be permitted to attend Prom that has:  

1. Accumulated more than 3 days OSS this school year.
2. Has Truancy Issues.
3. Is failing 2 or more classes.

All students will be greeted at the door for safety by Mr. Snider and Officer Galloway.  Let’s make sure that this Prom is a safe and wonderful experience had by all! 

Yearbooks

The CHS Yearbook is now on sale. You may go to www.yearbookforever.com to order.  Completed yearbook order forms and money should be turned into Ms. Anderson in room 130. 

 (
“In order to succeed, your desire for success should be greater than your fear of failure.”
Bill Cosby
)
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